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MINUTES -- Draft
Board of Directors Meeting 
February 20, 2014
7:30 a.m. – 9:00 a.m. 
Loveland Chamber of Commerce 
NCLA Chair – Barbara Koelzer
1. Meeting Called to order and quorum established by Chair Koelzer at 7:35am.
i. Attendance recorded on tracking sheet.

ii. Board members not in attendance:  May, Grant, Jerke, Lidiak

iii. Board members participating by conference call:  See, Salter

iv. Guests:  Senator Brian Delgrosso.  Shaffer attempted to connect via conference call with technical difficulties.  
2. Presentation - Senator Brian Delgrosso discussion on  HB 1259 - General Fund Transfer To State Highway Fund
a. $1 B extra in budget

b. Business man perspective - time to reinvest dollars Transportation!  Not only I25 corridor. Currently no money from General Fund for transportation. 30% polled would have supported a gas tax 

c. Looking at a way to invest in infrastructure, in a way that would be good for entire state.  Recommend moving $100 million into transportation (one time dollars to invest in Colorado now)

d. SB 228 - new way to start funding transportation (funds in 2015-2016)  

e. 5 regions for CDOT - bill drafted based on lane miles.  Denver will get funds but there will be an equitable share throughout the state.

f. Funds specifically for maintenance and repair of state highways and bridges.  Funds limited to road surfaces... can not be used for park and ride and bike lanes.

g. Objections – initially thought it would die in committee, word is now it will die in appropriations committee.  

h. Governor’s budget left General Assembly with $400 - 500 million to spend.  Now when there is a pot of money it is a feeding frenzy.  Democrats have over promised money.  (overspent about $200 million)

i. Generally, this year is not too damaging to business community.  

j. BPPT - Democrat bill to get rid of some of BPPT, of course Republicans would support this type of legislation.
k. Tool - Question on sponsorship.

i. Delgrosso - working in House and with the Governor, looking at funds as a down payment for SB 228.  It is not intended for that - it is intended to be on top of SB 228.  Negative factor with transportation - $1B.  Talk that people are going to try to go around SB 228.  Will fight hard to keep funds.  

l. General Questions –

i. Delgrosso - Noticed support of Advanced Industry Income Tax Credit -assigned to committees to be killed. 

ii. Tool – Question higher ed, and Governor's budget.  

1. DelGrosso - $100M into higher ed, cap 6% tuition increases (easy to go around cap).  Small into COF (College Opportunity Fund) - thinks majority should go into COF. Differing opinions on where dollars should go.  
2. K-12, per pupil count plus inflation.  Working on a deal to put a couple Million dollars into K-12.  Believe in investing in education.  
3. Norton - cap is not realistic, has anyone looked at the cost to educate?  
4. DelGrosso - have asked for that dollar amount, moving number, depends on day and school.  

iii. Allard -1001.  Property tax credit for natural disaster.

1. DelGrosso - not sure why it is stuck in committee.  

m. DelGrosso - left for meeting.

3. Discussion on RAMP funding for I25
a. Koelzer - still disagreement to RAMP fund.  Weld County is not supporting toll lane.  Elected officials group has been pushing for funding through other sources (MAP money). Next meeting is March 5th 6:30pm.  Need to get businesses to attend meeting and show support.  Sent message to Commissioner Donnelly to get him to speak up on i25.  Weld's alternative is to add a 4th lane.  

b. Berglund - financial model is that is barely sustainable to toll the whole way.  Not only Weld County, it is other municipalities.  

c. Koelzer - what is the alternative?  We have until April 7th or that money is gone.

d. Gazlay - it is a majority rule situation, there is more representation from Weld County.  No representation from Greeley or Longmont (can not participate since they do not touch I25).  How do we get to a yes?  2075 would be when we'd see funding.

e. Norton - problem is they want an alternative.  It is a similar situation as to what is going on in Boulder right now.  (exactly what we had 12 years ago)  The only way you'll get congestion mitigation is through tolling and private investment.  Can't do investment unless you get a private contractor to get money out of investment.  Was told that Greeley had to stay out of it.  

f. Koelzer - recommendation to have Weld and Greeley businesses at meeting to share input.  

g. Norton - tell Commissioners to get in gear or you'll not vote for them in future elections.  We can't let communities fight on this issue.  Statute sets up that each community that has adjacent property has veto power on actions taken.  Don't read legislation that way.  Believes it would be challenged in court.  Smaller communities in Larimer County are not as involved as they should be.  No reason to attend meeting (Norton) - they don't pay attention to him.

h. Koelzer - can we find those businesses to attend?
i. Solin - could NCLA be the voice for Northern Colorado businesses?
j. Berglund - had meeting with Congressman Gardener.  Increase congestion with managed lane violates EIS.  Secretary of Transportation (MAP 21) decided funds went toward Tiger Grants.  Federal level issues have been added. This would be the first highway of national significance that would have free lanes goes to toll lanes.  

k. Norton - if all communities can on and supported, the feds would have a hard time opposing.   Believe their constituents don't want tolls.  Pay for transportation based on use.  (gas tax is not representative) 

l. Berglund - Based on how concessionaire agreement is written could affect future development of other roads.  (can't do enhancements to alternatives roads) Could affect future of HW 85 and 287.  Could also affect improvements to east west routes.  
m. Norton - Weld County put dollars in with others (Adams County) to the building of lane along with tiger grant.  ($250,000 Weld County contribution)
n. Gazlay - refund Weld County transportation fund.  
o. Norton - recommended that they request enhancements at twice their initial investment.  You have to have someone at the table that wants to solve the problem.  
p. Maxey – they’re not looking at the system - when it goes to F, it is at the Berthoud interchange.  Will damage them worse than they realize.  Pin it on the commissioners - you've done a great disservice to Northern Colorado.
q. Koelzer - others from industry to come to meeting (to Maxey)?
r. Maxey - reality is those who move product south, east and west will have an expensive future for transportation costs. 
s. Koelzer - will continue to work on the issue.  NCLA has an official position to support RAMP.  Important to support!  
t. Shaffer - on call.  Will share piece that was prepared my Northern Colorado collation. (Was submitted to Gardener.) Asking them not to do the Tiger Grants.

u. Allard - total cost? 

v. Norton - $2Billion. 
w. Koelzer- will email Shaffer to get details on collation.
4. Consent Agenda
*





                      Koelzer
i. Minutes from Board Meeting – February 6, 2014
ii. January Financials 
iii. MSP to approve Consent Agenda Tool/Allard.

1. All support. Motion passes.
5. Reports & Updates







   Solin
i. Legislative 
1. Update -  
a. No movement on Workers Comp.  
b. No movement on TIF legislation.  Conversations behind the scenes on TIF.

c. Marijuana:  Supreme Courts taking up case on employers’ role.  
2. Bills for Board Review and Discussion

*Each bill name/number is an active link to the bill page on Colorado Capitol Watch 
BILL REVIEW
	Bill Name*
	Description
	Reviewed by 
	NCLA Position

	HB 1001
Bill Revisited 
	Tax Credit For Prop Destroyed By A Natural Cause

	Allard 

LaBonde
(originally assigned 1/16)  
	Monitor
(pass – no updates)

	HB 1259

	General Fund Transfer To State Highway Fund

	Maxey

Norton 
Tool   
	Support

	HB 1269
	Marketplace Fairness & Small Business Protection

	May

Williams   
Gazlay  
	Oppose

	HB 1279
	Income Tax Credit For Business Personal Property

	Allard

Grant 
MacQuiddy


	Support

	HB 1257
	Performance Audit Health Benefit Exchange

	Salter  

Bright

Olson 
	 Support

	HB 1011
	Advanced Industry Economic Development Funding

	Elish

Berglund 
McCloughan
	Support

	SB 093
	Pipeline Right-of-Way
	Jerke

See
Waldo 

	Support


ii. HB 1001 - have not seen the redraft.  Can pass.  Haven't seen updated.

iii. HB 1259 -MSP Tool/Norton to support. Great presentation. 

1. All support. 
iv. HB 1269 - background from Solin - introduced last year as well, was defeated because of national wide taxation.  Federal is still pending.

1. Gazlay - recommends oppose.  Terrible tax.  Amazon cut off Colorado business when this came up before.

2. Williams - would be a burden on small business
3.  MSP to oppose Gazlay/Williams. 

a. All support

v. HB 1279 – background from Solin - Delgrosso referenced bill.  New approach that state would assume liability of tax.  (no reason to oppose) 
1. Allard - assuming we'll support, indicates this gets paid for tax payer that doesn't already get a benefit.  In reality, the most it would be around $250 to an individual 
2. MSP to support Allard/MacQuiddy 
a. Solin - appreciate doing the math on the implications on legislation.  More about political posturing.

b. All support motion.  

c. Solin - question... support it obvious.  Will say it "doesn't go far enough". 

vi. HB 1257 - Bright- allows audit of exchange.  All sponsors are republicans.  Would like to see it go through but not sure it has a chance.  

1. Tool - not sure you need a bill.

2. Williams - you need legislation to do an audit.

3. Tool - state auditor can audit anything.

4. Salter - thinks it is necessary.

5. MSP to support Bright/Salter

a. Tool, Allard and Olson oppose.  
b. Majority supports.  Motion passes.

vii. HB 1011 - Elish - EDC supporting bill.  

1. Berglund - requires transfers to be made 6 months earlier.  $12 million transferred.  

2. Solin - passed last year.  ($15 million over 5 years) Saw lots of interest in program, this bill would increase the grant amount.  

3. See - in appropriations

4. Solin - high on list of priorities, linkage 
5. MSP to support Elish/McCloughan 

a. All support

viii. SB 93 - Norton testified in favor last week

1. Waldo - extends right of ED to oil and gas companies, spoke to Jerke who supports legislation, recommends support.

2. MSP to support Waldo/Norton

a. See - this right is already given to power, would add pipeline companies.

b. Norton - Discussion on Laporte and Greeley issue - public right, legislation written as electric pipelines - didn't have a common.  Pipelines other than electric were not included.  This bill puts the comma back in.. 

c. Salter - question does it have a chance to pass?

d. Norton - yes. Gives ED to private companies for providing energy for a public good.

e. Vote called.

i. Allard Elish opposed.  Bright abstaining.  
ii. Majority supports motion, motion passes.

ix. Communications 




      
        Koelzer

1. Voter Voice Recommendations 

a. Policy recommendations shared draft comments, wanted to share with board for discussion (handout distributed to board) 
b. costs $2000 per year

c. Koelzer - use or cancel 

d. MacQuiddy - question on current database.  Time for Chambers to refresh.

e. Important tool for chambers to get in front of members.

f. Looking to Solin to set parameters as to when to use it.

g. Allard - seems like a solution looking for a problem

h. Solin - HB 1259 - DelGrosso's bill.  Expected to pass transportation.  This could be an appropriate bill to highlight for members.

i. Koelzer-need to communicate to members, need to get participation.  Can be affective if we make it so.

j. Encourage participation of NCLA Board when action is requested.
k. MSP Allard/ Elish to adopt recommendations.
i. Bright – include an update membership lists and Chambers have option to release. (?)
ii. Berglund - concern with chambers opting in and out of messaging.  Opting in and out seems like we're not united.

iii. LaBonde- person receiving alert can decide to engage.  
iv. Gazlay - big hammer, selective when we use it.
v. Tool - NCLA would make a decision and take the call to action to members

vi. Allard - not adding any bullet points. (Bright’s recommendations not included in motion)

vii. Vote taken.

1. All support.

2. (Salter not voting – have not seen recommendations)
2. New partnership with Fyn Public Relations

a. They will take the weekly NCLA Under the Dome content and localize it for use by media outlets.  They will then "shop" those stories directly to local media, potentially asking CEOs to be a resource for quotes. 

b. Fyn will also take the weekly NCLA Under the Dome content and develop Facebook and Twitter posts that will be sent to partner staff to use throughout the week on facebook and twitter accounts.

c. They will take the weekly NCLA Under the Dome content and repackage it for the Chambers to use as a second targeted email to high level investors.  Nicole Yost will send this new product to each Chamber later in the week, we then forward it on to an email list we've each developed internally.
x. Relationship committee
 - Tool 

1. Will reach out to committee to check in on contacts.

2. Recognize Becker - attends D events (2 times a month) 
3. Fisher, Ginal, Marbel not connecting with Maxey.  
6. Upcoming Meetings & Events
 



                     Koelzer
i. February 27th – Legislative UPDATE call – 8:30am 
ii. March 6th  - NCLA Board Meeting – Loveland Chamber 7:30am

iii. March 13th – NCLA Executive Committee Conference Call – 7:30am

iv. March 13th – Legislative UPDATE call – 8:30am

v. March 20th - NCLA Board Meeting – Loveland Chamber 7:30am

vi. March 27th – Legislative UPDATE call – 8:30am 
7. General Announcements 





NCLA Board   

a. Koelzer - handout from BJ Nikkel, ballot initiative, give local jurisdictions to regulate oil and gas.  To take positions on ballot issues have complicated positions.

i. MacQuiddy - timeline?

ii. Berglund - Feb 21st first step in process. (set title) Has to back to Chambers since it is a ballot issue.

iii. Motion to support and moving forward to chamber boards.

1. Allard and Tool opposed.  
2. Majority supports. Motion passes.  

iv. Sign on principals - could address on conference call, or next board meeting.  
1. Will it to all board members for discussion next week during call.
b. Elish - think we need to be increasing our strength as a unified group.

8. Adjournment at 9:15am by Chair Koelzer
2014 NCLA Bill Tracker:   http://www.coloradocapitolwatch.com/bill-analysis/537/2014/0/

